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In any context in which we have learned that they must immerse, it 
must be in forty seahs of water. 


But, have we not learned: He who washes his hands for 
unconsecrated food prepared in accord with cleanness required 
for Holy Things must pour out a quarter log of water [T. Yad. 
1:5A]? 


Said R. Eleazar, “Here [where we require forty seahs], it is in the case 
of hands that are cultically unclean. 


“There [where a quarter log suffices], we deal with hands that are 
cultically clean.” 


Said R. Hanina b. R. Hillel, “Even if you say that in both cases we deal 
with hands that are cultically clean, or in both places we deal with 
hands that are cultically unclean[, there is another distinction to be 
made]: In one case we deal with Holy Things of the Temple itself, 
which are sanctified, and in the other case we deal with unconsecrated 
food that has been prepared in accord with the rules governing food in 
the status of Holy Things.” 


of the red cow, if one’s hands are made unclean, one’s entire body 
is deemed to be unclean as well [M. 2:5C]: 


Said R. Hananiah, “It is not that sages have innovated by creating a 
level of uncleanness affecting only the matter of purification of water, 
but they have maintained that [in that setting], he who becomes 
unclean by reason of a very minor source of uncleanness is deemed as 
if he had been made unclean by a very major source of uncleanness.” 


R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Eleazar: “‘And a man who is clean 
[shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and deposit them outside the 
camp in a clean place; and they shall be kept for the congregation of 
the people of Israel for the water for impurity, for the removal of 

sin]’ (Num. 19:9). [Scripture could have sufficed to say, ‘a man.’ ] 


“Why does Scripture specify, ‘Who is clean’? [Everything must be 
done in a state of cleanness.] But it is to indicate that even if one 
collects the ashes of the cow in a ladle, the Torah has said that it 
remains clean. [That is, the person remains clean until the work is 
done, at which point the status of uncleanness is imposed. ]” 


[E] Now what sort of a ladle can be under discussion? If it is a ladle 
made of metal, then is it not [the rule that] metal utensils that are 
flat are automatically unclean? 


